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Objectives

• Provide overview of the Building Bridges Initiative 

• Discuss correctional workflows historically

• Introduce practical and efficient opportunities for 

utilization of the PDMP in carceral settings 
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Definitions

• Opioid Use Disorder (OUD)

• Medications for Opioid Use Disorder (MOUD)

• Medication-assisted Treatment (MAT)
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Medications for Opioid Use Disorder 

(MOUD) 

• FDA-Approved Medications 

– Methadone

– Buprenorphine

– Vivitrol

• Several formulations
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Initiative to Build 

Bridges to Increase 

Access to Opioid Use 

Disorder Treatment 

Options in the 

Nation’s Jails 
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Initiative Goal 

• Support jails to increase 

access to opioid use 

disorder (OUD) treatment 

options for individuals during 

incarceration and upon 

return to the community.
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Initiative Overview

• Partnership between the Bureau of Justice Assistance, the 

U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration, and the Substance 

Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration

• A 9-month planning initiative with potential for an additional 12 

months of assistance to support implementation 

• Sites receive intensive virtual and on-site training and 

technical assistance to support planning and implementation. 
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A Fresh Outlook

• Approaching OUD differently than we have in the past 

in correctional settings

• Observance of ever-changing drug trends

• Considering and treating chronic disease

• Improving correctional environments for persons and 

staff 
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Opportunities for Utilization and 

Integration of the PDMP
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PDMP Key Features

• Universal use

• Real time

• Actively managed

• Easy to use and access
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Medication Verification in Jail: The 

History

• To re-start medications in jail, including MOUDs, one 

option is to meet with the patient and have them sign a 

release of information (ROI) to contact MOUD 

provider/program

 - Unnecessary use of staffing resources

 - Time consuming

 - Uncertain when ROI will be returned

• There must be a better way….
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Medication Verification: The Future 

Made Easy with the PDMP 

• Log in 

• Search patient name and DOB

• Look at refill history

– Date of last fill

– Prescriber

– Dose

– Other medications prescribed- Ensures safe prescribing!
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Release Planning Supports Success

• Release individuals with supply of MOUD, as well as 

all other prescription medications

• Coordinate care 

• Warm handoff 



Thanks for your time! 

 
Erin Foss

efoss@stratishealth.org 

mailto:efoss@stratishealth.org
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