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Did you 
know . . .

• 107,941 persons in the United States died from 
drug-involved overdoses in 2022, including illicit 
drugs and prescription opioids

• One in eight children aged 17 or younger are 
living in households with at least one parent 
who has a substance use disorder

• Impacted youth are at an increased risk for child 
maltreatment and child welfare involvement 
compared to other children

https://nida.nih.gov/research-topics/trends-statistics/overdose-death-rates
https://ncsacw.acf.hhs.gov/topics/parental-substance-use-disorder.aspx

Sources:

https://nida.nih.gov/research-topics/trends-statistics/overdose-death-rates
https://ncsacw.acf.hhs.gov/topics/parental-substance-use-disorder.aspx
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The What:  OJJDP’s Response to the 
Epidemic

THE OPIOID 
AFFECTED YOUTH 

INITIATIVE
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The Opioid Affected Youth Initiative

• Supports integrated services for impacted children, 
youth, and families utilizing multidisciplinary approaches 
to implement and coordinate programs and strategies to 
ensure public safety support through youth and family 
focused

• System-level impact concepts

• Data-driven solutions

• Coordinated responses
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The OAYI 
Footprint...
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OAYI Project Sites 2018-2023
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OJJDP  
Supports. . . 

Project planning, design and structure.

Project strategies and implementation.

Data collection and analysis.

Monitoring and evaluation.

Alignment of performance measures.

Promising or evidence-based practices or programs.

Assessing progress toward achieving project goals and 
measurable outcomes.

Building and maintaining partnerships and collaborating with 
key leaders and stakeholders.

Sustainment planning.

Youth 
Engagement



Youth Advisory Board
Technical Assistance Bulletin

Informed by research from existing youth advisory boards 

No recommendations made are truly prescriptive (other than 

youth compensation) 

YAB and youth engagement strategies should be reflective of the 

needs and makeup of the youth being served, your organization, 

and the impacted community 



OAYI Youth Advisory Board
YNOW Task Force

• Comprised of emerging leaders ages 18-24 
with at least one of the following lived 
experiences:

• Personal OUD or SUD

• Family member or friend with SUD, in 
treatment, or in recovery 

• Living or have lived in an opioid-impacted 
community

• Juvenile or criminal justice involvement

• Child welfare involvement



Key
Engagement 
Activities

We are committed to 
leveraging the lived expertise 
of the YAB in every aspect of 
our TTA support including 
providing opportunities for 
them to lead their own 
efforts.

Design a nationally 
distributed youth 

engagement 
toolkit

Support the 
planning and 
production of 
OAYI’s youth 

summit

Launch a youth-
focused segment 

on the OAYI 
podcast, 

Answering the Call

Participate in 
ongoing 

opportunities to 
expand and refine 

leadership and 
self-advocacy skills



11

OAYI Project Sites 2018-2023
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Potential Collaborative Efforts with the 
PDMP

Awareness 
and 

Education

Utilization of 
Data



Connect With Us

Follow us on Instagram @ynowtaskforce!

If you have any questions about the OAYI 
YAB or other youth engagement efforts, 
please contact Darian Appleton at 
dappleton@iir.com or oayiyab@iir.com. 

For more information about the initiative, 
visit www.opioidaffectedyouth.org.
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More information about OAYI and its resources 
can be found on its website or YouTube channel.

Website:  www.opioidaffectedyouth.org
Email:  oayi-info@iir.com
Phone:  (850) 385-0600
YouTube: Opioid Affected Youth

http://www.opioidaffectedyouthinitiative.org/
mailto:oayi-info@iir.com
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